
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome, Highlands Students! 
January 2017 school year has arrived. Our school year is almost over. Wow!  
This year starts with our very own Mrs. Head telling us about her story. She is Dominican                               
and grew up in Puerto Rico. She went from there to Illinois and finally made Texas                                            
her home. She has a very interesting story to tell. We will read her story the months of                                    
January 2017, February 2017 and March 2017. We hope you enjoy reading her story.                                     
February will bring the NABE Conference and Ms. Snowton will do two presentations, “Inference- More 
Than Just A Thought” and “Cuban Children Stories”. She says “Thank You” to Laura and her mom for 
teaching her to love the Cuban people and the Cuban culture.  Enjoy ! 

 

 
THE 
        HIGHLANDS  

GAZETTE 

By Highlands Elementary 3rd DLE Students January    17, 2017 

 
Tell My Story- Who am I?  

 
I am Dominican. My childhood 
was in the Dominican Republic. 
There were five siblings and I 
was the baby. I was spoiled by 
my parents and siblings as well. 
They showered me with 
attention. We did not have 
much, however, we had each 
other. When I was six years old 
my dad lost his job at the rice 
mill.  The rice mill was the main 
source of employment in the 
area. He had worked there all 
his life and they let him go.  My 
mother had a small stand 
where she would make 
breakfast for travelers. This 
was my island. This was my 
home.  Tell me your story….. 

Cristian Rivera 
 

I went to lunch. I ate a 
corny dog. It was good. 
Afterward, we went to 
recess. I did not play. I 
had work I needed to 
finish. I did my work.  

 

 

              Oscar Hurtado 
 
Me levanter temprano y merende.  Luego fuil al Aldi y 
regresamos a la casa. Luego comi sopa con abondigas, 
Vi la pelicula de Michael Jordan. Llego mi tia Malena. 
Juege al basket ball. Fuimos a Terry’s (la tienda) y 
compramos  hierba buena. Luego recojimos nueces y 
hicimos un pastel. Pase en mi bicicleta por un minuto. 

Who am I?  
by Camillia Head-CHISD 
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                                                  Winter Holidays Around the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lone Star Leadership 

Academy of Texas 

 

Teachers in the state of 

Texas were asked to 

nominate outstanding 4-8 

grade students to join 

deligations of distinguished 

students in the school. 

Each academy is a 

weeklong TEKS based 

development program in 

the D/FW area. 

Si pidio a los maestros en 

el estado de Texas 

nominar estudiantes 

excepcionales de cuartro a 

octavo grado. Cada 

academis es una semana 

en el programa de 

desarrollo de liderazgo.   

 

 

 

Dia de los muertos 

Por Melinda Fuentes & 

Javier Valdez 

Es una festividad que se 

celebra en Mexico. Esta 

tradición honra a los 

difuntos los días 1 y 2 

de noviembre. Mujeres 

y niños adornan con 

flores, velas, calaveras, 

y fotografías.  

 

 

 
 
 

Días festival de México  
Por Bryan Martínez & 
Giovanni Campos 
 
1 día de mayo día del 
trabajo. El 16 de 
septiembre día del grito 
de Dolores. (Día de 
Independencia) 20 día 
de la revolución de 
México. 24 de febrero 
día de la bandera de 
México. 12 de octubre 
es día de 
descubrimiento. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Holidays in Japan 

By Ivan 

Rodriguez & 

Jazlene Malone 

 

The Japanes 

celebrate a 

Populatin Clock 

that shows the 

nation’s people 

because the could 

theoretically 

become extinct in 

1000 years. They 

say their  

population is 

shrinking.  

-  
 

    

 

5th grade DEL Students 

nominated for Lone Star 

Leadership Academy 

 

Congratulatios to- 

Daniel Balcarcel 

Kennedy Benjamin 

Laura Garcia 

Noah Sanchez 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas in Canada 

By Natalie Montes & 

Reyna Mendez 

Canada and the United 

States are kind of 

different and kind of 

alike. One of the 

similarities is that 

Canadian children 

celebrate Christmas 

and believe in Santa 

Claus. They open their 

gifts on Christmas eve. 

They also celebrate 

Christmas on 

December 25
th

.  
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Last month I told you 

about my surgery. Once I 

got better, I started back 

day care.  It was fun going 

back to play with my 

Friends. I also went to my 

sister’s volley ball games. 

They were fun because I 

ate a lot of junk foods. 

We went to see my 

brother and god brother 

play football also. We 

were never home. We 

were always going 

somewhere.  

Travis Green 

 

 I was born in the fall, still 

a warm day for the fall. 

The leaves had not yet 

started falling. I have an 

older sister, and I was the 

new baby. We were living 

in the great state of Texas. 

My parents were originally 

from Mexico, but, they 

had decided to give their 

children a better life in the 

United States.  

We settled in Arlington, 

and when it was time for 

school, I went there. I 

learned English. 

 Beyonce Figueroa 

 

Cielo Cerda 

 

Cielo Cerda 

Cielo Cerda 
We spoke Spanish at home. 

I am English dominant. I 

have a hard time writing in 

Spanish, and here at 

Highlands I am now learning 

to write in Spanish.  

 

I like being bilingual. I can 

learn in two languages. 

Highlands uses both 

languages, and I feel I can 

learn more Spanish. I like 

my teachers. They are 

great! 

Yo naci en un mes muy frio. Fue la mitad del mes, pero, frio todavía. Yo tengo 

dos hermanos mayores. Y mi mama y mi papa fueron al doctor para que yo me 

salgo de mi mama. Mis hermanos fueron a la escuela de Highlands. Y mis 

hermanos se fueron de la escuela por que el maestro se enojado por que mis 

hermanos se algo malo. Mi mama estaba muy ocupada, para recoger mis 

hermanos y parto la luz conmigo. Finalmente, yo llege. Mi mama regreso al 

hospital para recogerme y me fui a la casa después.  Yo fui a dormir con mi 

papa.  
 

Christian Salazar  

I started PK at four 

years old. I started 

learning how to read 

and write. That was 

fun!  Ms. Carla was 

the best person, 

because she made 

learning fun!  I learned 

how to color inside 

the lines really good. I 

was still with my 

Friends, the twins. We 

played football and 

soccer. Being four was 

the best.   Look for 

more next month….  

 

Mrs.  Gonzalez-Roland 

 

Quiero hacer una diferencia. Quiero ayudar 

los alumnos a aprender.  Quiero oír las 

historias de cada alumno.  Quiero ser la 

maestra que ellos siempre van a recordar con 

una sonrisa. Esta es mi historia.  
 
 
 
 
 

Osvaldo Santoyo 

 
 

Hello. I am Osvaldo. I have 1 little sister and I like 
playing with her when I get in from school. I love 
being the big brother. When I get older I will take 

care of her. I might let her have boyfriend, maybe. I 
hope one day we have more brothers and sisters to 
play with. I also have a dog. We play with him a lot.         

 

 

Tell My Story 
 An autobiography is the life story of a person, as told by  
him or herself.  Below are a few of the autobiographies written by our DL 
students….enjoy!!! 
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Reading & Writing Strategies with Sharon 
Snowton 

Goal: Let’s connect reading and writing to create a product, such as a 

newspaper.  You can create a school newspaper with your students also. 

Good writing! I hope other Writing teachers at Highlands will create a 

newspaper for their grade level. 

 

January has arrived.  It is also a perfect month for practicing many forms of 

Expository Writing. You may want them to explain how people celebrate other  

winter holidays around the world- that would be an Expository nonfiction.  An 

Expository nonfiction provides factual information about a topic. This year my 

third graders learned a lot of interesting information- Did you know not 

everyone celebrates the same holidays we do in the United States?   Expository 

nonfiction does three main things…. 

1) Provides factual information about a topic. 

2) Information is presented with clear organization 

3) Expository nonfiction has a topic and has supporting information 

 

Expository writing is informational writing, so it could be something as simple as 

“How to make a Three Kings cake”, where students must write step by step or 

comparing and contrasting, such as “Explain the difference between Chinese 

New Year and Diwali”, or something not so easy (where the students must de 

research) such as “Write about the history of Mummers. Do we have a Mummer 

Parade in the United States? What other countries have Mummers? 

 

You can see Expository Writing can be shown in many different ways.  

The final draft is the very best piece of writing your student can do at the 

time. Students need to learn to revise and edit, so make sure they are doing 

that. We also label each piece of writing, and it helps the students understand 

the steps of the Writing process (Prewriting, Drafting, Revising and Editing, 

and Publishing.)  Have them produce many pieces to be given the opportunity to 

write in different genres. Let them write with their bilingual partner and alone.   

Next month we will talk about free writing.   

 
Don’t firget ELPS- Lower the affective filter, build background knowledge, rephrase and repeat, use 

lots of visuals, model correct language, allow your students to talk- Use Think/Pair/Share and 

Anchors 
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Talking to the 3rd DLE Highlands Students- 

What makes a good friend? Explain what 

makes good friends, and give examples.                      

(Expository Essays) 
  

                            Amigos por Ruby Estrada &  Ruth Martinez  

 

     Todos de nosotros tenemos amigos en nuestras vidas.  Piensen en dos amigos 

que son tus favoritos. Mis favoritos amigos son Stephanie y Ruth. 

 

       Ellas son mis favoritas amigas por que son amables y cuando quieres jugar 

con ellas siempre disponibles. Mis favoritas amigas siempre son Stephanie y 

Ruth por otras razones tambien….Por que terminan su trabajo a tiempo. A mi no 

me a las ninas que no terminan su trabajo.  Aqui voy a hablar de cuando 

Stephanie me hizo reir mucho.  La primera razon mi favorita amiga es Stephani 

porque me hize llorar de reir.  Me hace reir porque esta vez Osvaldo le dijo que 

me cantara.  Ella me hizo llorar de reirme. 

 

 

                                             Being Friends 

                                By Genesis Patino  &  Kamilah Valdez 

       There are many people in the world that you might call a “friend”. A true 

friend is someone who is there for you in good times and bad times. I have two 

really good friends I have known over four years. Kamilah was my friend since 

kindergarten. We had met in the playground. When we met we started to play 

together. Kamilah is nice. She always makes smart choices and she always 

listens. Kamilah is good at Spanish. She is smart at Reading and Math also. She 

helps her partners every time. 

         Kimberly was my friend since kindergarten also. We had met in class. We 

said “hello” to each other. We played games. Kimberly is good at drawing. She 

makes cute drawings of animals. She makes her drawings look real. She is smart 

and knows a lot of math, and is willing to share and explain math. Kimberly and 

Kamilah are really good friends to me. So you can see why having a good friend 

would be very important. 
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Free Writing-  Students were allowed to write about 

anything they wanted. Free Writing allows the student 

to choose what they want to write about, so it is very 

relevant to them.  

 
 

                                       Pokemons  by Jose Zapata 

 

I like Pokemon’s because they are really cool.  They can do cool attacks. My 

favorite Pokemon are Mega Charizard and Drafonite Ex because they do two 

hundred and fifty damage moves.  The best Legend Pokemon is Mewto, but, my 

favorite of the Pokemon is Picachu. He does thirty times the things any of the 

other Pokemons do. Picachu is better than Mewto.  With the Water type 

Pokemon, my favorite is the Sharpedo Ex. It is like a shark, but much stronger 

than a shark.  There trainer is Ash. Ash is a boy from Pallet Town, and he is a 

really good trainer.  So, if you have not played Pokemon, you might want to 

start. It is a lot of fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

                       Disney World por Elysha Flores & Natalie Montes 

En Disney World puedes ver los personajes de Disney como Mickey Mouse, 

Minnie Mouse y princesas.  Te dicen “hola” también. Te puedes sacar una foto 

con ellos.  También los pueden abrazos.  Vas a tener buenas memorias porque 

nunca vas olvidar esta ocasión muy especial.  Posiblemente es tu cumpleaños. Ese 

día es muy especial para ti. Te divertido mucho por eso. Es bien divertido. En 

Disney hay muchas historias de Mickey Mouse.  También de las princesas.! 

¡Otros personajes que puedes ver son Toy Story, Frozen y Star Wars! 

Tambien es my divertido.  
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Dear Sharon, 

I wanted a dog. My dad said he was going 

to get me one. Now he is saying no. What 

can I do to get him to change his mind? -

YM 

Dear YM, 
Sometimes we parents say things and after we think 
about it further, we change our minds. It sounds like 
that is what has happened here. Ask your dad why did 
he change his mind?  He may have a really good reason, 
but, no matter respect his wishes. He is your dad, and 
he has your best interest at hear.  As you get older you 
will see his wisdom. It may not happen tomorrow, but, 
it will happen- You understanding why he said no. 
 

Dear Sharon, 

When will we get new electronics here at 

Highlands Elementary? - LP 

Dear LP,  

Each year the principal sits down and looks at 

the school’s budget. Budget means how much 

money he has to spend for the school year. He 

takes in consideration the teachers need for 

the classroom, field trips, and if there is extra 

money to buy new electronics. If you feel there 

is something needed perhaps you can come up 

with a way for the students to work together to 

earn the money for the electronics.  

 

Dear Sharon… 
 Dear Sharon, 

Why can’t I not 

have another 

pet. I have 

asked my 

parents, and my 

dad says I do 

not feed them. 

He does not 

think I am 

responsible 

enough for 

another pet. 

What can I do to 

change his mind? 

RE 

Dear RE- 

When I was a girl 

we always had a 

dog. My parents 

made sure I 

understood that I 

was responsible 

for taking care of 

the dog. One time 

they let me get 

another dog and a 

baby chick. It was 

bedlam! Maybe 

you would do 

better. Talk to 

your parents. 

Dear Sharon, 

Do teachers have 

families?  I want to 

know stuff about 

their families. How 

can I get my 

teachers to tell me 

about their families?  

-CM 

 

Dear CM- 

Teachers are human, 

so they do have 

families. If you are 

interested in your 

teacher, ask him/her 

about their family.  

They may share the 

information. If they 

do not, do not feel 

insulted. Respect 

their need for 

privacy. 
 

Advice Column 

Dear Sharon, 

When can we bring toys to school at Highlands Elementary?-RM  
 

Dear RM-  Never take toys to any school. Toys can be a disruption to the learning 

environment, because students want to play with the toys and not learn the lessons. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://thebloodsugarwhisperer.com/2013/07/10/ask-allison-doin-the-deed-with-diabetes/&ei=ASNNVe23FsnosAXKoIGYBA&bvm=bv.92885102,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFXD_bFGd0HXUpnrqErJRCkmM-O0g&ust=1431204968265045
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Editorial – Welcome/ Thank You 

Bienvenidos/ Gracias 
By Sharon Snowton 

Dear Highlands Gazette Digital Readers, 
 
           January 2017 has arrived. We are at the half point mark. Our 3rd grade DLE students are now preparing and 
studying really hard for their first STAAR Test. It will be here before you know it. My students did well with the 
Spanish Spelling Bee. They have done an excellent job of writing this past year. It has not always been easy. It is like 
puling “teeth and nails” at times. There are always those students who get the different writing genres the first time 
around with no problems, but, you still have the two or three who must practice several times before they get it.  We 
focused this whole complete past year on Personal Narratives and Expository Text because I knew in fourth grade 
they will face them with the STAAR Writing Test.  
 
            January is here. I want to practice some other genres. I feel confident that my students are able to write a 
personal narrative and an expository text.  They have done well and I am proud of them. As you notice, in each 
addition I share information on how to teach writing, and I hope many of the teachers are reading it and considering 
creating a newspaper or magazine with their students. It is challenging, but, so rewarding. It really motivates your 
students to write. Everyone wants to be published.  I remember with the fourth graders they wanted to draw comics, 
and the third graders prefer the “Dear Sharon” column.  They have lots of questions that they want answers to. Oh, 
well! At the end of January we have the Gomez and Gomez visit. Yeah!  
 
 
               February 2017 brings NABE (National Association of Bilingual Education) to Dallas this year!  I get the 
opportunity to do two presentations. I am very excited and happy to represent our school, Highlands, and our district 
CHISD.  We now have a Highlands teacher who is our DLE Representative who will be preparing the bilingual and 
ESL teachers for Professional Development. I really look forward to PD that will help me better myself at my craft. 
So, we all have new challenges and goals to look forward to.  Gomez and Gomez will visit us soon. I know we are all 
ready.  Carpe Diem! 

 
Queridos lectores digitales de Highlands Gazette, 
 
                El mes de enero 2017 ya llego.! ¡Estamos en la mitad del año escolar!  Nuestros alumnos de tercer grado se 
están preparando y estand estudiando fuertemente para el primer examen de STAAR. El cual va a llegar antes de lo 
que sabemos. Mis alumnos hicieron muy bien en el concurso de Spelling Bee en español. Ya hicieron excelente con la 
escritura el año pasado.  No siempre es fácil. Es como jalando „dientes y clavos” a veces.  Siempre hay niños que 
entiendan la primera vez sin problemas, pero todavía hay dos o tres que necesitan practicar. Enfocarnos lo que 
comenzamos el año anterior con narrativas personales y texto expositivo, por que como maestra yo sé que van a 
tener el examen de STAAR en cuarto grado.   
 
                   El mes de enero esta aquí. Quiero practicar otros géneros.  Me siento con la confianza de que mis alumnos 
puedan escribir una narrativa personal y un texto expositivo.  Ya hicieron bien anteriormente y estoy muy orgullosa 
de ellos.  Como ustedes han notado, me gusta compartir la información sobre como ensenar la escritura, y estoy 
esperando que haya maestras dispuestas a crear un periódico o revista con sus alumnos.  Es un desafío, pero un 
logro también.  Es una motiva para que sus alumnos escriban. Lo que cada persona quiera publicar.  Recuerdo que 
los alumnos de cuarto grado, ellos querían dibujar caricaturas, pero este ano el grupo de alumnos de tercer grado 
ellos prefieren comenzar con la sesión „Estimada Sra.  Sharon”.  Tienen muchas preguntas y quieren respuestas.  ! 
¡Así es! 
  
                     El mes de febrero 2017 viene NABE a la ciudad de Dallas.  Tendré la oportunidad a hacer dos 
presentaciones.  Estoy muy emocionada y feliz en representar a nuestra escuela Highlands y el distrito CHISD. Ahora 
tenemos una maestra que nos represente en Doble Idioma para preparar las maestras bilingües y ESL para su 
desarrolla profesional.! ¡Felicitaciones! Estoy viendo un futuro en el que yo puedo aprender algo nuevo que 
enriquezca mi profesión.  Tenemos nuevos desafíos y metas para el futuro.  Gómez y Gómez va a visitarnos muy 
pronto.  Yo se estamos listas.  !Carpe Diem! 


